
the height of the pressure is such that the ad-
ministration of an anesthetic is dangerous, a

preliminary lowering of it will often permit of
a safe operation; (5) in patients with cataract,
and having hypertension, a preliminary bleeding
will so lower the pressure that a safe enuclea-
tion may be performed and the danger of post-
operative intra-ocular hemorrhage avoided.

THE SEVENTH PAN-AMERICAN
MEDICAL CONGRESS.

The seventh Pan-American Congress of Medi-
cine is to meet at San Francisco during the week
of June 17 to 21 inclusive, assembling pursuant
to an invitation by President Wilson, issued in
accordance with an act of Congress approved on
March 3, 1915. This tardy action of Congress
in sanctioning an important medical meeting
gives but short time for preparation and in-
creases the urgent need of cooperation in the
profession, to ensure its success.

The first Pan-American Congress was held in
the United States in 1893, and the five succeed-
ing congresses have been in the various Latin-
American countries. It now devolves upon the
physicians of the United States to administer
this seventh congress, which, in view of the
European war, will presumably be the largest
international medical meeting of the year.

The countries and colonies embraced in the
Congress are the Argentine Republic, Bolivia,
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Chile, Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hondu-
ras, Haiti, Hawaii, Mexico, Martinique, Nica-
ragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Santo Do-
mingo, United States, Uraguay, Venezuela, Brit-
ish Guiana, Dutch Guiana, French Guiana, Ja-
maica, Barbadoes, St. Thomas and St. Vincent,
The organization of the Congress is perfected in
these countries and the majority of them have
signified their intention to be represented by
duly accredited delegates.

The Congress will meet in seven sections, viz.
(1) medicine; (2) surgery; (3) obstetrics and
gynecology; (4) anatomy, physiology, pathology
and bacteriology ; (5) tropical medicine and gen-
eral sanitation; (6) laryngology, rhinology and
otology; (7) medical literature.
All members of the organized medical profes-

sion of the constituent countries are eligible and
are invited to become registered. The member-

ship fee is $5.00 and entitles the holder to a

complete set of the transactions. Advance regis-
trations are solicited and should be sent with
membership fee to the treasurer, Dr. Henry P.
Newman, Timken Building, San Diego, Califor-
nia.

The occasion is particularly favorable for a

large attendance, not only on account of the
Panama-Pacific Exposition at San Francisco and
the California Exposition at San Diego, but be-
cause this Pan-American Congress immediately
precedes the annual meeting of the American
Medical Association. Dr. Charles A. L. Reed
of Cincinnati is president of the Congress, Dr.
Raymond Guiteras of New York City is secre-

tary-general, and Dr.'Harry M. Sherman, of San
Francisco, chairman of the committee of ar-

rangements.

BOSTON QUARANTINE TRANSFER.
At its meeting on Monday, March 29, the

Boston City Council finally passed the order for
the transfer of the local quarantine station from
municipal to federal control. By this order the
mayor is authorized to execute, with the federal
government, a lease of the quarantine property,
whose terms must be approved by the council
before they become effective. Under this lease
the quarantine station will be administered by
the federal authorities until congress shall ap-
propriate a sum sufficient to permit the purchase
of the entire property. The price for which the
property shall ultimately be sold is to be deter-
mined by a board of arbitration, of which one

member is to be selected by the national govern-
ment, another by the City of Boston, and the
third by these two. As soon as the preliminary
lease is executed, all the powers of the Boston
Board of Health relative to the maintenance of
the Quarantine Station become automatically
abolished.

THE BOSTON SURGITAL SOCIETY.
In this week's issue of the Journal we are

pleased to publish the first report, of the trans-
actions of the Boston Surgical Society, a new

medical organization recently incorporated in
this city. The first meeting of this society was

held in February and all its papers and proceed-
ings are to appear exclusively in the Journal.
It has been the policy of the Journal particu-
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